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II. A Relation of a Voyage from Aleppo to ?aU 
myra in Syria; fent by the Reverend Mr. 
William Halifax to Dr. Edw. Bernard (late) 
Savilian ProfefTor of Aftronorny in Oxford, 
and by him communicated to Dr. Thomas 
Smith* Reg. Soc. S* 

D. Thoma Smith Edoardus Bernardus, S. 

Vanquam Epiftolas tuas^ cor & medulla amicitm 
nojir.a, & alia munera grato ammo in finum hunc 
recipere foleo ; eas tamen Notitias, qua* tuo don* 
hodie accept, tanquam germana & famte nunquam 
marcefcentis pignora^ multo cbariores habeo, &, dum vivam, 
reverent er adfervabo. Sic enim Ajianarum Ecclefiarum 
Pleiada e tenebris denuo excitas : fie antiquiffimorum Epif 
coporum fedes injl auras , ut candelabrum k-pfxhopov cum 
wagno Theologo & Apocalypta iterum ardens ac fulgens 
videre mihi videor. Tneterea, in defcriptione urbis Con- 
Jlantini Silentiarios, Codinos, Gyllios* cte teres exfuperaj. 
Fruere diujuperftes hac laude^ quam fuam ejfe maluit Spo» 
nliu\ & pr titer morem ingenuum aut fas fibi abrzpere. - 

Gaudeo tamen mihi jam novum adeffe munus, quod tecum 
que am impertire volente fpero, & Uto. Id eft Epigrapha- 
Irum Sylloge, quas a columnis Palmyrenis Chariffimus ami- 
cus, Gukelmus Halifaxius pulchro fludio defcripftt. Vti- 
nam Syriaca plura ipfe addidijjet fub Gratis, S? Epocham 
Palniyrenam a Sdeuco viflore, non ab Alexaodn magni 
obitu incepiffet. Hiftorite vero Auguflse fcriptores qui 
teruntur, & Herod ianus Grammatkiis pier af que Infer ip^ 
tionum ifiarum multum illuftrant. Verum ifth&c vis 
funt nofiri otii. At tamen fi hac commiferis Philofcphi* 
carum Tranfa&ionum, ut nunc loqmntur, conditoribus, 
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baud injucundum ^Q-rto/ucc fuerit, donee vlr illuftrh & 
adprimh doftus D. Cuperus uleriora forti ediderit de 
urbe Solomonis cjufyue reliquih* Vale vir venerahilis. 

Oxonise Nonis Odfcobribus 
A. D. CIODCXGV. 




Reverend Sir, 

Aving promifed you an Account of my Voyage 
to Tadmor, I cannot now Excufe my felf from 
being as good as my- word, whatever Cenfure I may in- 
cur of having mifpent my Money and Time in fearch 
of fuch unprofitable Curiofities ; or what I more fear, 
of having made fuch poor Improvements, of which a 
Man of larger Reading and Underftanding, might have 
afforded much greater Information. We departed A* 
leppo on Michaelmas-day, 1691. and in fix eafie days 
Travel over a Defart Country, came to Tadmor ; Jour- 
oying almoft continually to the South, with very little 
variation to the Eaftward. As we rode into the Town 

Sue* we t0 °k not * ce °f a Caftle about half an hours diftance 
from it, and fo fituated as to Command both the Pafs 
into the Hills, by which we entred, and the City too. 
But we could eafily perceive it was no Old Building , 
retaining no foot-fieps of the exquifite Workman-fhip 
and Ingenuity of the Ancients, Upon Enquiry we 
were informed, that it was built by Man-Ogle, a Prince 
of the Druces, in the Reign of Amurath the Third, Anno 
D. N. 1585. But I know not how to give much Cre- 
dit to this Story, becaufe I find not that either Man* 
Ogle, or any Drucian Prince, was ever Powerful in thefe 
Parts, their ftrength lying on Mount Lilanus y m& along 
the Coaft of Sydon, Berytus, &c. 'Tis a Work of more 
Labour than Art, and the very Situation alone is enough 
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to render it alrnoft Impregnable ; (landing on the top 
of a very high Hill, cnclofed with a deep Ditch, cut 
out of the very Rock, over which there was only one 
fole Paftige by a Draw- Bride : This Bridge too is now 
broken down; lb that there is no Entrance remaining , 
unlefs you will be at the p#ins to clamber up the Rock, 
which is in one place feafible, but withal fo difficult and 
hazardous , that a (mail flip may endanger ones Life, 
Nor is there any thing within to be feen iufficient to re- 
compence your Trouble of getting up to it, the Build- 
ing being confufed, and the Rooms very ill contrived. 
Upon the top of the Hill there is a Well of a Prodigious 
depth, as certainly it muft be a great w r ay to come at 
Water from the top of fuch a Rock, the Ditch that fur- 
rounds it, not having the lead appearance, of moifture 
therein ; which made it therefore feem more ftrange 
that a Wild Boar fhould rufli out thence amongft our 
Horfes, when we rode up to take a more particular 
View of the place. This Caftle {lands on the North 
fide of the Town, and from hence you have the bed 
Profped of the Country all about. You fee Tadmor 
under you inclofed on three fides with long Ridges of 
Mountains, which open towards the Eaft gradually to 
the diftarice of about an hours Riding ; but to the South 
ilretches a vaft Plain beyond the reach of the Eye. In 
this Plain you fee a large Valley of Salt, affording great The Val- 
cjuantities thereof, and lying near about an hour distance Ie y of Sa,t 
from the Gity. And this more probably is the Valley 
of Sale, mentioned zSaw.%. 13. where David fmote 
the Syrians^ and flew 18000 Men, than another which 
lyes but four hours from Aleppo, and has fome times pall 
for it. The Air is good, but the Soil exceeding barren, 
nothing green to be km therein, lave feme few Palm- 
Trees in the Gardens, and here and there about the 
Town. And from thefe Trees I conceive is obtained its 
Nams, both in Hebrew {tadmor) which fignifies a 
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Palm-Tree, and in Latin (Palmira;) and the whole 
Country is thence denominated Syria ? almirena s, and 
fo me times Solitudines Valmirence : So that the Latines 
did not change but only Tranflate the old Name, which 
therefore ft ill. obtains in thefe Eaftern Parts , and the 
more Modern is wholly unknown. 

Tadmr. xhe City it felf appears to have been of a large Ex* 
tent, by the fpace now taken up by the Ruines ; but 
there are no foot-fteps of any Walls remaining, nor is 
it poffible to judge of the Ancient Figure of replace. 
The prefent Inhabitants, as they are a poor, miferable, 
dirty People, fo they have fhut themfelves up, to the 
Number of about Thirty or Forty Families, in little 
Hutts made of Dirt, within the Walls of a fpacious 
Court, which enclofed a mod Magnificent Heathen 
Temple. Hereinto alfo we entred, the whole Power 
of the Village, if I may fo call it, being gathered to- 
gether at the Door, whether to fland upon their De- 
fence, in cafe we proved Enemies, (for fome of them 
had their Guns in their hands) or out of meer Curiofity 

, \m **> * .. to gaze upon us, I know not. However our 

( a ) This Aflyni was in the ^ 9, , r ' A t , Atr , x 

Year of ourLord j^.De- Guide, who was an Ar ab> whom Ajfyne (a) 
pofed by the Turhs, .and their prefent King had fent to Conduft us 

one Dor advanced to fill hfs ,.■ r A i • < X r ., u • ka 

place 5 fo that now he fs through the whole Voyage, being a Man 

conflrained to live upon known among them, we had an eafie Ad- 

SdS nS o y f pittance,and with a great many Welcomes 

Mcn,who delight not to La- in their Language were led to the Stocks 

Sa^S i«S der * ny Houfe > with whom we were t0 make our 

abode. And to mention here what the 
Place at firft View Reprefents. Certainly the World it 
felf cannot afford the like mixture of Remains of the 
greateft State and Magnificence, together with the Ex* 
tremity of Filth and Poverty. The neareft Parallel I 
can think of, is that of the Temple of Baal, destroyed 
by Jebu y and converted into a Draught- Houfe, z Kings 
iQ.zj* And if, what is not improbable, this very 
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place was a Temple of Jupiter Belu{ % the Similitude will 
run upon all Four. 

Being thus lodged within the place, 1 fhall begin with Thc *««*■ 
a Defcription thereof, and proceed to what I obferved pe# 
Remarkable without. The whole inclofed Space is a 
Square of no. Yards each fide, encompafs'd with a high 
and (lately Wall, built of lapge Square Stone, and ador- 
ned with Pilafters within and without, to the number, 
(as near as we could compute by what is (landing of 
the Wall, which is much the greater part) of 6i on a 
tide. And had not the~Barbarity of the Turks, Enemies 
to every thing that is Splendid and Noble, out of a vain 
Superflition, purpofely beat down thofe beautiful Cor- 
nifhes both here and in other places, we had feen the 
mod curious and exquifite Carvings in Stone which per- 
haps the World could ever boaft of; as here and there a 
foiall remainder, which lias efcap'd their Fury, does a- 
bundantly evidence. The Weft fide, wherein is the En- 
trance, is mod of it broken down, and near the middle 
of the Square, another higher Wall erefled out of the 
Ruines ,• which (hews to have been a Caftle, (Irong but 
rude ; the old Stones and many Pillars broken or (awn 
afunder, being rolled into the Fabrick, and ill cemented; 
Within were to be feen the Foundations of another Wall, 
which probably might anfwer this Front ; and that the 
Mamalukes, whole Workman- (hip it feems mod likely to 
have been, built the Caflle here for the Security of the 
place. Before the whole length of this new Fitont, ex- 
cept a narrow Paflage which is left for an Entranced cut 
a deep Ditch,, the afcent whereof on the inner fide is 
fac'd with Stone to the very foot of the Wall, which rnuft 
have rendered it very difficult to have aflaulced it. The 
Paffage to, and the D.x>r it felf is very narrow, not wi- 
der than to receive a loaded Camel, or thit two Foot- 
men may well walk a-breaft And as.fbon as you are 
within the firft Door, you make a Ihort turn to the 
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Right, and pafs on to another of the like bignds, 
which leads into t'he Court. But all this is but a new 
Building upon an old, and by this outward Wall is quite 
ftrouded that Magnificent Entrance, which belonged to 
the firft Fabrick ; of the ftatelineft whereof we were 
enabled to judge by the two Stones which fupported the 
fides of the great Gate, each of which is 35 Foot in 
length, and artificially carved with Vines and Clutters 
of Grapes, exceeding bold and to the Life. They are 
both {landing, and in their places, and the diftance be- 
tween them, which gives us the widenefs of the Gate 
1 5 Foot. But all this is now walled up to the narrow 
Door before mentioned. Over the little Door there is 
an Infcription in Greek, and alfo another in another Lan- 
guage and Chara&er, which I never (aw till in Tadmor, 
nor underftand what to make of it. From that in Greek 
we hoped for fome Information ; but it will be evident 
to any one that reads it, that the Stone was brought 
from another place, and cafuaily put in there. 'Tisthus: 

TO MNHM6ION TOT TA$6a>NOC 6KTIC6N 63 1 AfoN 
CGIITIMIOC OAAINA0OC O AAMI1POTATOC 
CTNKAHT [IKOC] AIPANOT OTABAAAA0OT TOT 
NACodPOT ATTc*T6 KAI TIOIC ATTOT KAI Tl^NOlC 
6IC TO I1AN-T6A6C AMNION T6IMHN. 

Under this was the unknown Chara&ers, which I fh'aU 
here give you a Specimen of, it being as wsll as it could 
be taken, thus. Vide Figuram. 

The Letters between thefe [ ] marks wetG not Le- 
gible, but I have ventured to fupply the defed, as alio 
you will fee in fome others following. Neither was the- 
G in MNHM6ION upon the Stone, but was doubtlefs 
omitted by miftakej and the Infcription is nothing die 
but the Inscription of a Sepulchre, the like to which ws 
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faw feveral, as I ihall have occafion to mention Tome of 
them hereafter. And as for the other Chara&er, it be* 
iog added almoft under every Greek Infcriptibn we faw, 
and rarely found alone, I am apt to believe it the Na- 
tive Language and Chara&er of the place, and the Matter 
it contains,nothing elfe but what we have in the Greek. 

As foon as you are entred within the Court, 4 you fee 
the remainders of two Rows of very Noble Marble Pil- 
lars 37 Foot high, with their Capitals of mod exquifite 
Carved Work ; as alio muft have been the Corniflies be- 
tween them, before by Rude and Superfluous Hands 
they were broken down. Of thefe there arre now no 
more than 58 remaining entire; but there muft have been 
a great many more, for they appear to have gone quite 
round the whole Court, and to have fupported a moft 
fpacious double Piazza or Cloyfter. Of this Piazza the 
Walks on the Weft fide, which is oppofed to the Front 
of the Temple, fsem to have exceeded the other in 
Beauty and Spacioufhefs ; and at each end thereof are 
two Niches for Statues at their full length, with their 
Pedeftals, Borders, Supporters , and Canopies, carved 
w T ith. the greateft Artifice and Curiofity. The Space 
within this once Beautiful Enclcfure, which is now filled 
with nothing but the dirty Huttj of the Inhabitants, I 
conceive to have been an open Court* in the midft 
whereof ftands the Temple, encompafs'd with another 
row of Pillars of a different Order, and much higher 
than the former, being above jo Foot high. Of thefe 
remain now but 16, but there muft have been about 
double that Number, which whether they enclofed an 
inner Court, or fupported the Roof of a Cloyfter, there 
being nothing now of .a Roof remaining, is uncertain. 
Only one great Stone lyes down, which feems to have 
reacht from thefe Pillars to the Walls of the Temple, 
The whole Space contained within thefe Pillars we found 
to be 59 Yards in Length, and in Breadth near 28, la 

the 



( 90 ) 
the niidft of which Space is the Temple, extending* in 
Length more than 33 Yards, and in Breadth tj or 14. 
It points North and South, having a moft Magnificent 
Entrance on the Weft, exa&ly in the middle of the 
Building, which by the fmall Remains yet to be feen , 
feems to have been one of the mod glorious Stru&ures 
in the World. I never (aw Vines and Gutters of Grapes 
cut in Stone, fo Bold, Co Lively, and fo Natural, in any 
place : And we had doubtlefs feen things abundantly 
more curious, if they had not been malicioufly broken 
to. pieces. Juft over the Door we could make a fhift to 
difcern part of the Wings of a large Spread-Eagle, ex- 
tending the whole widenefs thereof. The iJrgeneis 
whereof led me at firft to imagine it might have been 
rarher a Cherub over-fhadowing the Entrance, there be* 
ing nothing of the Body remaining to guide ones Judg- 
ment, and fome little Angels or Cupids appear ftill in the 
corners of the fame Stone. But afterwards feeing other 
Eagles upon Stones that were fallen down, I conclude 
this muft have been one likewife, only of a much lar- 
ger ftze. Of this Temple there is nothing at prefect 
but the outward Wails (landing, in which it is obferva- 
ble, that as the Windows were nor large, fo they were 
made narrower towards the top, than they were below ; 
but all adorned with excellent Carvings. Within the 
Walls, the Turks, or more probably the Mamalukes^ have 
built a Roof, which is fupported by fmall Pillars and 
Arches ,• but a great deal lower, as well as in all other 
refpe&s difproportionate and inferiour to what the An- 
cient Covering muft have been. And they have conver- 
ted the place into a Mofque, having added to the South 
end thereof new Ornaments after their manner, with 
Arabick Infcriptions and Sentences out of the Alchoran , 
wrote in Flouriihes and Wreaths, not without Art. Bus 
at the North end of the Building, which is (hut out of 
the Mofquq, are Relicks of much greater Artifice and 
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Beauty. Whether they were in the Nature of Canopies 
over fome Altars placed there, or to what other ufe they 
(erved, I am not able to conje&ure. They are beauti- 
fied with the mod curious Fretwork and Carvings ; in 
the midil of which is a Dome or Cupola,above fix Foot 
Diameter, which we found above to be of one piece ; 
whether hewn out of a Rock entire, or made of fome 
Artificial Cement or Compofition , by Time hardened 
into a Lapideous Subftance, feems doubtful; though I 
am rather inclined to believe the latter. It is in fine, a 
moft exquifite Piece of Workmanfhip, and on which I 
could have bellowed more time to view it, than what 
was allowed us, flattening to other Sights. 

Having taken this Survey of the Temple, we went 
abroad, where our Eyes were prefencly accofted with 
an amazing fight of a multitude of Marble Pillars, {land- 
ing fcattered up and down, for the fpace of near a Mile 
of Ground, this way and that, but fo difpofed as to af- 
ford no folid foundation to judge, what fort of Stru- 
ctures they formerly framed. I pafs by the Ruines of AMofque. 
a Mofque, Which, dire&ing our Courfe Northward, was 
the firll thing occur'd to our View, after we came out 
of the Court of the Temple, which though of a more 
Artificial Frame and Compofure than many I have kea 9 
yet is not worthy to flop us in the way to things both 
of greater Antiquity, and every way more Noble and 
worthy our Confideration. Having therefore pall this, 
you have the Profpecfc of fuch Magnificent Ruines, that 
if it be Lawful to frame a Conjecture of the Original 
Beauty of the place, by what is ftill remaining, I que- 
llion fomewhat whether any City in the World could 
have challenged Precedence of this in its Glory. But k 
being impofiible as they now Hand to reduce them to 
any regular Method, I mud be forced to give you a rude 
Account of them as they came in fight,- and which will 
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fall much fiiort of the Greatnefs and Statelinefs which 
they (hew to the Eye. 

Advancing then towards the North, you have before 
Aoobc- y OU a very tall and ftately Obelisk or Pillar, cohfifting 
Isk * of feven large Stones, befides its Capital and a wrearh'd 
AVork above it ; the Carvings here, as in all other pla- 
ces, being extraordinary fine. The height of it is above 
50 Foot, and upon it I conceive may have flood a Sta- 
tue, which the Turks, zealous Enemies of all Imagery, 
have thrown down, and broken in pieces. 9 Tis in com- 
pafs, juft above the Pedeftal, *n Foot and a half. On 
each hand of this, towards the Eaft and Weft, you fee 
two other large Pillars, each a quarter of a Mile diftant 
from you, which feem to have fome Correfpondence 
one to the other. And there is a piece of another (land* 
ing near that of the Eaft, which would incline one to 
think there was once a continued row of them. The 
height of this to the Eaft I took with my Quadrant , 
and conclude to be more than 4* Foot high, and the 
Circumference proportionable. Upon the Body thereof 
is the following Infcription. 

H BOYAH KAI O AHMOC AAIAAMGnA ITANOT MOKIMOT 
TOT AIPANOT TOT MA00A KAI AIPANHN TON nATGPA 
ATTOT €TCeBeiC KAI $IAOIIATPIAAC K(Al) nANTi TPOUco 
(€T)ceiM«C APGCANTAC TH IIATPIAI KAI 1TATPIOIC 

eeoic tGimhc xapin €toyc n t a mhnoc hanaikot. 

I perfwade my felf it would be but loft Labour to 
fpend time in making Reflections upon this or the fol- 
lowing Infcriptions, as for the Knowledge they may ex- 
hibit to the World, your own Conje&ures will more 
happily lead you unto it, than any thing I am like to 
fuggeft. It feems however pretty evident they were a 
Free State, governed by a Senate and People, though 
perhaps under the Prote&ion of greater Empires, the 
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Parthiamy it is probable, firfl, and afterwards the Re- 
mans, who for a long time contended for the Maftery 
here in the Eaft. And this Government might continue 
among them till about the time of Aurelian, who de- 
moliihed the place, and led Zenobia, Wife of Odenatm, 
Captive to Rome : Who, though (he be called Queen , 
yet I find not that ever her Husband had the Title of 
King; but was only one of the Chief Inhabitants, a 
Leading Man in the Senate (as 'tis probable this Aliia- 
manes and Airanes were before him) who while the/fo* 
mans were bufied in Europe, made himfelf great here ? 
and by his own Force repelled the Parthians ; who ha- 
ving Mafter'd whatever was held by tht Romans on the 
other fide of Euphrates, made an Incurfion into Syria, 
but were by Odenatm driven back beyond the Rjiver. 
In the courfe of thefe Wars Odenatm was (lain, bnt his 
Wife Zenobia, being a Woman of a Mafculine Spirit , 
not only kept her Ground againft her Enemies abroad, 
but maintained her Authority at home, keeping the 
Government in her Hands. Afterwards out of a defire 
to caft off the Roman Yoke, ftie caufed the whole Garri- 
fon, which was left there by Aurelian, to be barbaroufly 
cut off: Which bringing Aurelian back with his Army, 
he quickly took the City, and deftroyed it, putting the 
Inhabitants to the Sword, and carrying Zenobia Captive 
to Rome ; which w r as the Fatal Period of the Glory of 
the place. This Cuftom of theirs of running up their 
Genealogies or Pedigrees to the fourth or fifth Gene- 
ration, ihews them to have borrowed fome «of their 
Faftiions from their Neighbours the Jews, with whom it 
is not unlikely they had of old great Commerce ,• and 
perhaps many of them were defended from that Peo- 
ple, Zenobia her felf being faid to have been a Jeivefi: 
Or elfe this mud have been the manner of all the Ea- 
ftern Nations. Their /Era ©r Account of Time they 
begin from the Death of Alexander the Great, as the 
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Syrians generally do ; the very Chriftians at this day fol- 
lowing the fame ufage. Yet though they mark the 
date of the Year by Greek Letters, you may obferve 
they place them a' different way from thz Greeks, letting 
the Icfler Number firft, as if they were to be read back- 
ward, from the right hand to the left; as N T here, 
denoting 450. The third Letter A, I take to ftand for 
the day of the Month, viz. the laft of Xandicus, which 
is with us April ; this and other names of Months , 
which are found in other Infcriptions, being borrowed 
from the Macedonians with very little variation. That 
they were Idolaters, is plain by the mention of their 
Country Gods, both here and in other places : So that 
their Commerce with the Jews, did not, it feems, bring 
them to the knowledge of the true God, or elfe they 
mud have degenerated therefrom, and relapfed into 
Idolatry. The other Pillar, towards the Weft in Height 
and Circumference anfwers this, and has upon the fide 
the following Infcription engraved 

H BOTAH KAI O AHMOC BAPGlXglN 
AMPICAMCOT TOT lAPlBa>A€OTC KAI 
MOKIMON TIO'N ATTOT 6TC6B6IC KAI 
$lAOiIATPlAAC TGIMHC XAPlN 

The Date of this is not legible, neither does one know 
what Judgment to make of the thing it felf. That fuch 
a Pillar ihculd be erefted only to fupport the Infcription, 
and convey thefe mens Names to After- Ages, without 
particularizing what they did to deferve that Honour, 
is fcmething ftrange : unlefs we may fuppofe it was a 
prevaling Vanity in thefe Eaflern Countries thus to en- 
deavour to Eternize their Fame. An Inftance whereof 
we have in Scripture, in Abfaloms fetting him up a Pil- 
lar, x Kings 1 8, 18. and perhaps before him, \x\Saul % 
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i Sam. if. ix- Otherwife it may appears improbable 
Cpnje&ure, that the Pillar Was ere&ed long before upon 
fome other Occafion, and afterwards made ufe of to 
this end : And I look upon it as paft all doubt that fe- 
veral other Infcriptions which we faw, were much more 
Modern thin the Pillars on which they were engra- 
ved. 

Proceeding forward, dire£Hy from the Oheluk^ about The pi- 
ioo Paces, you come to a Magnificent Entrance, vaftly a * z *> 
large and lofty, and for the exquifitenefs of the Work- 
manlhip not inferiour to any thing before defcribed. I 
wilh I could add, that, it had not lufiered the fame Fate 
as the reft, and then we might have (een a rare Piece 
of the Ancient Beauty of the place. This Entrance leads 
you into a Noble Piazza of more than half a Mile long, 
938 Yards according to v our Meafuring, and 40 Foot in 
breadth, enclofed with two rows of (lately Marble Pil- 
lars, 26 Foot high, and 8 or 9 about. Of thefe re- 
main ftanding and entire 129. but by a moderate Cal- 
culate there could not have been lefs at firft than 560, 
Covering there is none remaining, nor any Pavement 
at the bottom, unlefs it be buried under the Rubbifh. 
But upon almoft all the Pillars we found Infcriptions 9 
both in Greek and the Language unknown, of which we 
had time to take but very few, and thole not very In- 
ftru&ive. But fuch as they are I'll prefent you them 
here, without obferving any other Order, but as they 
happened to be tranferihed. 

IOTA ION ATPHAIONT ZgBGIAAN MOKlMOT 

TOT Z6B6IAOT AC0a>POBAlAAOI 

CTN A(T)T* KAT6A0ONT6C 6IC OAOFGCIAAA 
^NnO^OlAN 6CTHCAN AP6CANTA ATTOIC 
T61MHC XAPIK SANAIK*> TOT KN» GTOTG... 

I give 



C 9* ) # 
I give you, Sir, thefe Infcriptions, as thofe before , 
juft as I Found them, without any Amendments, fo much 
as of Litteral Faults, only where a letter, or piece of a 
word was not legible, i[ I could make a probable Con- 
jecfture what it fhould be, I have ventured to add it 
The laft feems to have been put up in Memory of an 
Embafly, performed by thofe Men that are named there- 
in, for fettling a Commerce and Traffick, which was to 
their Satisfa&ion accomplifht : But with whom, till I 
can find out what place is meant by (b) OAOrGCI A A A, 
I mmft remain ignorant. I am unwilling to entertain 
any thoughts of Getia in Macedonia^ or of Olgajfus^ a 
place mentioned by Strabo in Bythinia y which comes a 
little nearer the Name, being both fo remote, and the 
City of Tadmor ill contrived tor a place of Trade, being 
far from the Sea, and without the Advantage of any 
River. Yet the Magnificence of the Place Jhews they 
have not wanted Riches among them : And their Salt is 
a Commodity which ftill brings them in a confiderable 
Advantage. The Order of the Numeral Letters you 
may take notice is again inverted ; but taking them the 
right way, the Year 55*8 falls in with the laft Year of 
the Reign of Alexander Severn, which is of our Lord 

*34- 



< b ) 'Tis not improbable that OAOr€ciAC m 'ght have bccn the Namc °f 
a Perfon. Vologtfts is a known Name in Hiftory among the Parthian Kings 5 
to which the other feems to bear a great Affinity. 
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About the middle of the Piazza, upon another Pillar* 
was this following Infer iption. 

H BOTAH KAI O AHMOC IOTAION ATPHAION 
ZHNOBION TON KAI ZABAIAAN AICMAAXOT TOT 
NACCOTMOT CTP AT HTHC ANTA €N GniAHMlA 
e60T AA6SA.NAP0T KAI TnHP6THCANTA nAPOTCIA 
AIHN6Kei POTTIAAIOT KPIdlGlNOT TOT 
HrHCAM6NOT KAI GnlAHMHCACAIC OTHHIAAATIOCIN 
ATOPANOMHCANTATe KAI OTKONIC*>NA $6lAHCANTA 
XPHMAT«N KAI KAAaC nOAeiTGTC AM6N0N *>C 
AIA TATTA MAPTTPH06NTA TITO OgOT IAPlBaAOT 

kai rno IOTAIOY .. . TOY 6SOX»TATOY 

6nAPXOY TOY I6POY ITPAlT^PIOY KAI THC 
I1ATPIAOC TON ^iAonATPII^ T6IMHC XAPIN 
6TOTC A N $• 

This is as Perfe& an Infcription as any I met with, 
by the help of which we may make a Judgment of all 
the reft j at lead thus far, that they were put up in 
Memory of feme, who had behaved themfelves, in 
thofe Publick Offices they bore., either in their own Re- 
publick, or under the Romans 9 with Commendation ; 
this being a Publick Place, where their Names and wor- 
thy Actions were Recorded and Tranfmitted to Pofte- 
rity. What I further obferved particularly in this, was 
the want of the Name after lOTAlOT, and took 
notice of the like fpace vacant in the other Language 
under it ; and in both places it feemed to be not worn 
out with Time $ but voluntarily fcratcht out. Which 
confirms me in the Opinion that they are both one, and 
that the unknown was the Vulgar, as the Greekwas the 
Learned Language of the place. Upon another Pillar 
act the fame Walk was this. 



CGnTIMlON OTOP* AHN TON KPATlCTON 6 It I T P O tl O M 

C6b actot aotkhnapion kai apoait€thn iotaioc 

ATPHAIOC 6AAMHC KACCIANOT TOT M(€)a€naIOT 

innerc Pa>mai»n ton $iaon kai hpoctathn €totc 
ho *... mhn€i (h)anaik*. 

From another Pillar in the fame Piazza was Tran- 
scribed this broken Infcription which follows, which I 
have endeavoured to make up from the former, belie- 
ving them in fubftance the very fame, with fome little 
Alteration of Names. 

CenTlM(lON OTOP«>AH&) TON KPA(TICT0.N GniTPO) 
HON C£BAC(TOT AOTK>HNAPlON KA[l APOAn€]THN 
JOTAIOC AT[PHAl]0C e[AAMHC] IiriACOC M[eA6NAl]0C 
MAA0XA NACC0TM0[r] O KPATICTOC T0N[$IA0n] KAI 
nPOCTATHN T6IMHC 6N6K6N STOrC... [mHN6I 
HJANAIK*. 

This is (o like the preceding, that I thought I might 
fairly take the Liberty to make thefe Additions to it. 
And what we may Colled: from both, and divtrs others 
of a like Import, is, That as the State, the Senate, and 
People, did fometimes Honour thofe that had been in 
Publick Truft, with Infcriptions upon thefe Pillars : So 
when this was not done by them, Private Perfons had 
the Liberty to do the fame for their Frknds. And I 
lhall give you an Inftance by and by of one Engraven 
by a Husband in Memory of his Wife. Upon ftveral 
of thefe Pillars are little Pedeftals jetting out about the 
middle of them, fometimes one way only, and fome- 
times more, which feem to have been the Bafes or (land- 
ing places of Statues. But none of thefe are remain- 
ing ; neither is it to be expeded they fhould, in a place 
which has been fo long in the hands of the Turks. On 

thefe 
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thefe Pedeftals we faw many Jnfcriptions , fbmetimes 
when there were none upon the Body of the Pillar, and 
fometimes when there were. As for inftance this that 
follows upon the Pedeftal, thus. 

CenTIMION AIPANHN OA&INOOOr TON 
AAMnPOTATON CTNKAHTIKON. And upon the 
Body of the Pillar this Imperfed one ; which I dare not 
venture to fill up, but (hall give it you as we found it. 

63 A. ...... . NTa>N ATPHAI . . . . . PHAIOAooP ..... 

CTPATUTHC Ae KHC Ta>N IlATPooN 

T6IMHC KAI 6TXAPICTIAC KApiN 6TOTC 

r a $. 

We fee they efieemed it very Honourable to have 
their Memories preferved after this manner ; but it is 
but little knowledge of them we can get from hence , 
fave now and then the Time when they lived. As here, 
5*63 Years after the Death of Alexander reach to the 
Year of our Lord Z39. Another Infcription in the 
fame Piazza was thus* 

H BOTA[H KAI O AH] MOC CenTIMION TON KPATlC 

ton €[riiTponoN C]6bactot aotkhn[apion] .... 60AO 

TUN THC MHT[POKOA<y]NeiAC KAI ANAKOMICA(NTA T)AC 
CTNOAIACe£ IAIaN KAI MAPTTPHeeNTA TIIO T*>N 
APX6MnOP«N KAI AAMIIP*>C CTPATHTHCANTA KAI 
ArOPANOMHCANTA THC ATTHC MHTPOKOA<wN6lA€ KAI 
nAGlCTA OIKO06N ANAA»CANTA KAI APGCANTA THT6 
ATTH BOTAH KAI T« AHM* KAI NTNGl AAMriPoC 
CTMnOCIAPKON T«N TOT AIOC BHAQT l6[p]wN T€lMHC 
€NeK€xNr €T . . , £ANAIK*>. 

R This 
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This affords a fufficient confirmation of what I before 
obferved, that thefe were Honorary Infcriptions in % Me- 
mory of thofe that had behaved themfelves well in Pub- 
lic!* Offices ; of which we have feveral mentioned here, 
whereof fome are very well known, but the others not 
eafie to be met with in Books. By the word MHTPO- 
KOA^NGIAC we may be afliired that though the City 
was reduced by the Romans into the form of a Colony, 
yet it had a peculiar mark of Honour fet upon it, to 
ilgaifie that it was the chief of their Colonies in thefe 
Oriental Parts. That the Authority alfo of their Se- 
nate and People was continued to them. And befides, 
that there was a Society of Men, either Curators of 
the Temple of Jupiter Belus [to whom the Temple be- 
fore defcribed perhaps was dedicated, ] or Overfeers of 
the Sports and Feftivals that were celebrated in Honour 
of him ; of which Sodality this Septimitu was , when 
this Infcription was made, a Sympofearcb, perhaps their 
Chief and Governour. By this too we find they did 
not wait for the Deaths of thofe they thus honoured, 
before they provided for the Prefervation of their Me- 
mories ; but Famous Men were thus Regiftred for After- 
Ages even while they were alive. Upon one of thefe 
Pedeftals before defcribed, not far from the former, was 
the following Infcription ; which I valued the more for 
the little remainder it has prefervcd of the Name of Pal 
myra, by which the place was known to the Romans. 

...ICnlAlON OTOP^AHN [CTNKAjHTiKON KAI 
BOYA6TTHN ITAAMTPHNON BHAA KABOCAPCA 
TON $I[AON] T6IMHC XAPlN 6TOTC O $. 

T u h e C tdn a - * r{ie up P er en€ * °^ this *P ac *ous Piazza was Abut in by 

I™ 8 a row of Pillars, ftanding fomewhat ciofer than thofe 

on each fide ; and perhaps there might have been a kind 

of Banquet ting-Houfe above, but now no certain foot- 

fteps 
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jfteps thereof remain. But a little farther to the left 
hand, and, it may he, continued with the former Walk s 
lys the Ruines of a very (lately Building, which I am 
apt to believe might have been for fuch an ufe. TIs 
built of better Marble, and has an Air of Delicacy and 
Exquifitenefs in the Work, beyond what is difcernable 
in the Piazza. The Pillars which fupported it are of oee 
entire Stone; and on one of them that is fallen down, 
but fc firm and ftrong that it has received no Injury 
thereby-, we meafored, and found %% Foot in length, 
and in compafs * 8 Foot and 9 Inches. Among thefe 
Ruines we found the .only Latine Infcription we faw in 
the place, and that fo imperfect, there is but little of it 
Intelligible. 

...%••. es Or his & Propagator es Generis Humani D. ZX 

N. M. Diocletianus .fimi Impp. Et Conftan* 

tius & Maximianus Nobb.CtifCaftra fe Ik iter condiderunt* 

And upon the fame Stone a little lower, 

. . ntes Ofliano Hieroclete, V. P. Prof. Pro* 

vincite D. W. M. 0. Eorum. 

The Name of Maximianus Hertuleus^ who was Partner 
in the Empire with Dioclefian, which ftiould have fol- 
lowed in the Infcription, leems to hive been on pur- 
pofe fcratcht out, and defaced, for what reafon I cannot 
guefs. The reft is loft by the breaking of the Scone. 

fn the Weft fide of the great Piazza are fev'eral Open- TJ p 
ings for Gates leading into the Court of the Palace : Two iWc. 
whereof, one would eafily believe when they were in 
their Perfe&ion, were the moft Magnificent and Glo- 
rious in the World, both for the Elegancy of the Work 
in general, and particularly for thofe ftately Porphyry 
Pillars with which they were adorned. Each Gate had 

R z four, 
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four, not ftanding in a Line with the others of the Wal], 
but placed by couples in the Front of the Gate, facing 
the Palace, two on one hand, and two on the other. ^ Of 
thefe remain but two entire, and but one (landing in 
its place- They are about 30 Foot in length, and 9 in 
circumference ; of a Subftance fo exceeding hard, that 
it was with great difficulty we broke off a few Olivers 
to bring home with us for a Pattern oi the Stone,theArt 
of making which, I think is quite loft. We faw feveral 
other broken pieces of Porphyry, but neither of fo ac- 
curate a Mixture and Composition, nor fo large as the 
former. The hard Fate of one I could not but lament, 
when I Cm it debated to fupport the Corner of a little 
Hutt, fcarce good enough for a Dog-kennel, or a Hog- 
fly. The Palace it felf is fo entirely ruined, that no 
Judgment can be made what it was in its Ancient Splen- 
dour, either for the Figure or Workmanftiip thereof. 
There is only here and there a broken piece of a Wall 
remaining, beat into pieces by Violence, and confumed 
*by Time to that degree, that without the help of Tra- 
dition we could hardly be well allured, that a Royal 
Palace did once fill * that Space. We may guefs how* 
ever that it fronted the Famous Piazza before mentioned, 
and was furrounded with rows of Pillars of different Or- 
ders, many of which are ftili ftanding, fbme plain, and 
fome wrought and channelled, as thoie immediately en- 
comparing the Temple. And upon thofe little Pedeftals 
which ftood out of the middle of fome of them, I ob- 
ferved feveral Inferiptions, but could not conveniently 
take more than one, which together with the Pillar that 
fupporred it was Mkn to the Ground. Twas this. 

MAP06IN AAGSANAPOT TOY KAIIAAHTOY 
OTABAAAA0OT TOT CTM^NOT COPAIXOC 
AIPANOT ANHP ATTHC MNHMHC 6N6KGN 
MHN6I ATCTP<» TOT 4 T 6TOTC. 

If 



If the reft were of a like Nature with this* we have 
loft no great matter by not taking them, this being 
only a Memorial, which a kind Husband eaufed to be fefc 
up in Honour of his Wife. The Month Dyftrus> an- 
fwers our March % and the Year 490 from the Death of 
Alexander the Great, the Year of our Lord 166. 

I omitted to mention before, that under the Long 
Walk runs a Current of hot Sulphureous Waters* and 
there is a Well and other Paflagcs down to them. But 
whatever they may have been of old, they are not now 
fo convenient as another about half a Mile Weftward 
from hence j where there is a very good Defcent into 
the Water, and it is dill ufed by the People to Bath in. 
Near to which, upon the Pedeftal of a broken Pillar r 
[or perhaps it might be an Altar] remains this follbw- 
ing Infcription. 

All 'THCTa MgriCTa KAI gnHKOa BaAANOC 2HNOBIOT 
TOT AIPANOT TOT MOKIMOT TOT MA00A 6nl M6A6TH 
COH AIP€0€IC G$KAC TIHrHC TITO IAPIB&AOT 06OT TON 

Sum Hi.— — ' 

B*>[forfan b«mon] gh iai«>n aN€0hk€N €totc a t 

MHNOC TH€PB€P€TAIOT K- 

I am pretty confident that the word I have markt 
with a Line under k, is rightly taken, and therefore 
know not what to guefs it to be, unlefs the Proper Name 
of the Fountain. And upon that Suppofition the In- 
fcription is eafily Intelligible, fliewing that Bolanus^ Son 
of Zenobius, &c. being Ele&ed Overfeer or Curator of 
this Fountain, under faribolus, built this Akar tojupi* 
ter 9 in the Year of Alexander 474. i.e. of our Lord 
ifo. and on the zotb.oi October, if the hfk Kappa be a 
Numeral, as I Cuppofe it mult. But who this Jaribdus 
was, on whomthey bellow, as generally upon the /to- 
man Erop6rours, whofe Names occur in the Iflfcriptions, 
the Title of ©60C, is not fo facile a Gonje&ure. They 

were 
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were under the Parthians^ before the Romans fell in a* 
mongft them ; but the Date fhews this to be after the 
time of Hadrian, and fo after their corning. Nay, and 
in an Infcription before mentioned, which is of a later 
Date than this by 80 Years, we have the Name of the 
fame Perfon. Hot Sulphureous Baths are things very 
frequent in this Country ; and thence it was that it ob- 
tained tjjje Name of Syria Salutifera. The (cent of the 
Waters here is much like thofe of Bath in England, but 
not fo flrong, neither is the Tafte fo oflenfive. On the 
contrary, when they have run fo far from the Fountain, 
as to become cold, they are very potable, and are the 
only Waters the Inhabitants ufe. But we, during our 
ilay there, fent to a Fountain of very excellent Water, 
about an hour diftant from the City. 

On the Eaft fide likewife of the long Piazza ftands, 
if I may ufe fuch an Expreffion, a Wood of Marble 
Pillars, fomePerfeft, and others deprived of their beau- 
tiful Capitals ; but fb fcattered and confuted, that it is 
not poflible to reduce them into any Order, fo as to 
conje&ure to what they anciently ferved. In one place 

are 1 1 together in Square after this manner ; ' ' ; pa- 
ved at the bottom with broad flat Stone, but without 
any Roof or Covering. And at a little diflance from 
The HttJc that (lands the Ruines of a fmall Temple, which by the 
Temple, remains feems to have been for the Workmanlhip very 
curious: But the Roof is wholly gone, and the Walls 
very much defaced and confumed with Time. Before 
the Entrance which looks to the South, is a Piazza fup- 
ported by fix Pillars, two on one hand of the Door, 
and two on the other, and at each end one. And the 
Pedeftals of thofe in the Vront have been filled with In* 
fcriptions, both in Greek and the other Language ,- but 
they are now fo obliterated and worn out, as not to be 
Intelligible. The moft perfect was this that follows. 

MAA6NTON 
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MAA6NTON KAI ATPllftlAN IAPAIOT TOY 
PAAIOT fPAMMATGA TgNOMGNoN TO 
A6TT6PON 6nTAHMl[A] ©GOT AAPlANOT 
AAIMMA nAPACXOTA SGNOIC TG KAI 
no AG'ITA[IC] ...... And a little below were thcfe 

ftragiing Letters vifible.., 

GNH.... N xnHPGrHCANTA THT..., 
CTPATGTM A TOT . . . TnO . ... . HKAI . . < . . TOM 
NAON. TON .... AIOC .... NT^T 

1 fhould have imagined the KAI to have been a Co- 
pulative, and the fecond Name Agrippa diftind: from 
the former, but that the words following in the Singu- 
lar Number, will not admit of fuch a Conftruftion. 
The Perfon then in Memory of whom this Infcription 
was made, mud have been named Malentus C&agrippd, 
who bearing fuch an Office as Scribe, or the like, in the 
Expedition of Adrian the Emperour, performed an A&. 
q£ Publick Benificence and Generofity, both to Stran- 
gers and Citizens, denoted by the word ,.„,.„ 

( C ) AAIMMA, or afflux, Which % J s y of ne, who was accufed 

nifies Undion. Perhaps he diftributed of an illegal Exaftion of 

amongft them Sweet Oyls, to be ufed in SS£S^S5£ 

or after their Bathings. ? Tis pity what was in tim ctfe unjirfiiy ex- 

follows is folmperfed; and efpecialljr that *K^££ d £ Si 

We cannot find OUt the Date : For that the Province to the Gover- 

might have directed us to the prerife time nou r» * m ? a ,f e " ™* n 

c r -r 7 • ^ f* !•• • \ c •~v. • ^ tnc i eopfe» , ur cue (Jti m 

ot Hadrian s Expedition into thele Onen- gummum may be. fuppo- 
tal Parts, where he made great Gonquefts, fcd t0 ]* * ^p" a «ve, like 
and enlarged the Bounds or the Roman u ( € d fomctimesby-the a*- 
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Bur as great a Guriofity as -any were their Sepulchers, J he Se ; 
being Square Towers, four or five Stories high, and puclcn 
Handing on both fides of a, hollow-. way, towards the 
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North part of the City. They ftretch out m length 
theij>ace of a Mile, and perhaps formerly might extend 
a great way further. At our firft view of them, as we 
entred the place, we could not conjedure what they 
were; fome thought them the Steeples of ruined 
Churches, and were in hopes we fhould have found 
fome footfteps of Chriftianity here. Others took them 
to have been Baftions, and part of the Old Fortifica- 
tions, though there is not fo much as any Foundation 
of a Wall to be feen. But when we came a day or two 
after, more curioufly to enquire into them, we quickly 
found their ufe. They were all of the fame Form, but 
of different Splendour and Greatnefs, according to the 
Circumftances of their Founders. The firft we viewed 
was entirely Marble j but is now wholly in Ruines, and 
nothing but a heap of broken Stones* amongft which 
we found the pieces of two Statues, one of a Man, and 
another of a Woman, cut in a fitting, or rather lean- 
ing Pofture ; and the Heads and part of the Arms.of 
both being broken oft> but their Bodies remaining pretty 
entire ; fo that we had the Advantage of feeing their 
Habits, which appeared very Noble, but more approach- 
ing the European Fafhion, than what is now in ufe in the 
Eaft; which inclined me to believe they might be Ro- 
wans. Upon broken pieces of Stone tumbled here and 
there, we found fome as broken Infcriptions, but not 
affording any perfed fenfe, they are not worth the Tran- 
fcribing. 

Many other Sepulchers there were, as much gone to 
decay as this, which therefore we paft by, to go to two, 
which flood almoft oppofite to one another, and feemted 
mod perfeft of any, though not without marks of the 
Turkijb Malice. They are two Square Towers, rather 
larger than ordinary Steeples, and five Stories high, the 
outfide being of common Stone, but the Partitions and 
Floors within of good Marble ,• and beautified too with 

very 
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very lively Carvings and Paintings, and Figures both of 
Men and Women, as far as the Breaft and Shoulders ; 
but miferably defae'd and broken. Under thefe Statues, 
or by their fides, are in the unknown Character, the 
Names probably of the Perfons there buried, or by 
them reprefented ; or elfe fome other Memorials of them. 
We entred one of thefe by a Door on the South fide , 
from which was a Walk crofs the whole Building juft in 
the middle. But the Floor was broke up, and fo gave 
us a fight of a Vault below, divided after the fame man- 
ner. The Spaces on each hand were again fub-divided 
into fix Partitions by thick Walls, each Partition being 
capable of receiving the largeft Corps ; and piling them 
one above another, as their way appears to have been, 
each of thofe Spaces might contain at leaft fix or (even 
Bodies." For the loweft, fecond, and third Stories, thofe 
Partitions were uniform, and altogether the fame; fave 
from the fecond Floor, which anfwered the main En- 
trance, one Partition was referved for a Stair-Cafe. 
Higher than this, the Building, being fomething contra- 
fted towards the top, would not afford fpace for the 
continuation of the fame Method: Therefore the two 
uppermoft Rooms were not fo parted, nor perhaps ever 
had any Bodies laid in them. Unlels it was that of the 
Founder alone, whofe Statue wrapt up in Funeral Appa- 
rel, and in a lying Pofture, is placed in a Nich, or ra- 
ther Window in -the Front of the Monument, fo as to 
be vifible both within and without. Near to this Statue 
was the following Infcription. 

TO MNHM6ION 6KT1CAN 6AABHA6C 
MANNAIOC COXAgIC MAAXOC OTABAAAAOQT 
TOT MANNAIOT TOT eAABHAOT ATT*> KAI 
TIOIC £TOTC A I T MHNOC SANAIKOT. 

S 'Tis 
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*Tis a little doubtful whether att*> fhould not rather 
be made attoic; or elfc there mud be a fault in the 
Verb, and all thole but the Names of one Perfon. The 
other* Monument on the other fide of the way is 
very much like this,* only the Front and Entrance are 
towards the North, and 'tis not altogether fo Polite, nor 
lb well Painted. But the Carvings are as good, and it 
jhews altogether as Stately and Magnificent as the for- 
mer. Befides, it has the Advantage in Age of a whole 
Centuty of Years: As appears from the Date of the 
following Infcnptioo. 'lis placed above a Nich in the 
Front, adorned with handfom Borders and Cornilhes • 
the place, doubtlefi, of fome Statue, and probably that 
^ the FounGcn 

MNHMG'ON AMNION T6PAC *K0A0MHC€N 
HXOC MOKIMOT TOT KAIAKIAACICOT TOT 
MA ...... OT 6ICT6 6ATTON KM TIOTC KAI 

6XTONOTC 6TOTC AIT MHNGI HANAIKa,. 

This is the moft Ancient Inicription I met with in 
Tadmor, the 3x4^. Year from the Death of Alexander 
the Great, preceding the Birth of our Saviour about 
Ten Years. The other alfo is between 20 and 30 Years 
before the Reign of Hadrian^ and confequently before 
the Romans got footing here. And from thefe fumpttt- 
ous -Structures, and thefe coftly Maufolaa, we may 
reafonably conclude, they were a Potent and Opulent 
People, before they became Subjeft to the Romans $ and 
were not obliged to rhem for their Greatnefs. 

And now I believe I have wearied you fufficiently by 
leading you up and down the Ancient and Famous City 
of tadmor, and giving you fo dry an Account of our 
Employment there. After four days ftay we returned, 
not the way that we came, but proceeding Eaftward to- 
wards the River Euphrates* In our way to which, the 
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third day, pafling through a Village called Tehe, upon 
a Stone fet wrong end upwards, in the midft of the Wall 
of the Mofque, we met with the following Infcription. 

AH M€riCT# K€PATNI» ypGP CwTHPIAC TPA; 
AAPIANOT C6B .... TOT KTPIOT ArA0ANr€AOC ABIAHNOC 
THC AeKAnOA€'OC THN KAMAPAN wKOAOMHCGN KAI 
THN KAINH....6S IAI«N AN60HK6N 6TOTC 6MT MHNOC 
A»OT. 

And under this was another .in the fame Language 
and Character we had feen at Tadmor ; I was furprized 
to find fuch an Infcription in this place, nor can any way 
guefs how they fhould come by k : And the mention of 
Decapolis makes me ftill more in the dark. If one might 
extend the Bounds of Decapolis, as fome are faid to have 
done, as far as Calofyria, and comprize under this Name 
again all Syria, Phmicia only excepted, then need it 
not be brought from elfewhere, but firft fet up in this 
Village. But this will not be allowed by thofe who 
make Decapoti* only a part of Paleftine. The Matter 
of Fa& it contains is only an Account of the Magnifi- 
cence of this Agath'angelut Alilenus, whoever he wasj 
who for the fafety of the Emperour Hadrian, erefted at 
his own Charges, and dedicated to Jupiter the Thun- 
derer, a Royal Banqueting- Houfe, (for fo ,.._.. , . . , . 
I take (d) kamapa to fignifte) and a Bed ifjJ&Zsiff 2 
of State,- for after kainh there is doubt- for a kind of sirps or Boats, 
Iefs a Letter omitted, and it ought to be JSfc 3^5?^ « 
kainhn. The Date 445- agrees to the moft 30 Men* but what 
Year of cur Lord 123. which was the fS^? M 4 £ ™ h £"* 

Jth.OZ tne Reign Oi Hadrian. And the either &WerorL;kc> near it, 

Month A^OC IS OUr Au%U&. J c ™ no < *™gjnc 1 richer 

° adhere to the other imnti- 



canon. 

2. 



The next day we pad by the Ruines of a large Mo- Ar M' 
nailery, of the Maronites, as I guefs it to have been, 

S z bv 



C II0 } 

by an Infcription we met with upon the Capitals of fe- 
veral Marble Pillars, which fupported the middle Ifle of 
a handfbme Church, which was to this effeft. 

f EI1I EEPHa EniEK . Ta ETNrEN" MAPooNIa 
Ta X^PEniEK . 

From thence we pafl; on, and came the fame Night to 
Euphrates ', and having travelled two days on the Banks 
of that Famous River, we came to the Tents of the 
King of. the Arabs, who had furnifh'd us with a Guide 
for our Voyage. With him we remained two Nights, 
and in two Days Travel more came back fafe to Aleppo, 
having been out in the whole juft 18 Days. 



The Reverend and Learned Author of this Account, can* 
not with Juft ice be cenfured, if fome Minute Particulars 
of the Hiftory of this Place, have efcaped his Memory, Be- 
ing obliged to write without recourfe to the Books proper 
for his purpofe 9 which were not to be had in that Country. 
We have fince procured a Curious Prof pell of tbefe Noble 
Ruines, taken on the Place ; which, with fome further Re- 
markt thereon, JhaO be pullifhed in the nest Tranfaftion. 



III. An 



